COLERIDGE

THE name of Coleridge is one of the few English
names of our time which are likely to be oftener pro-
nounced, and to become symbolical of more important
things, in proportion as the inward workings of the age
manifest themselves more and more in outward facts.
Bentham excepted, no Englishman of recent date has
left his impress so deeply in the opinions and mental
tendencies of those among us who attempt to enlighten
their practice by philosophical meditation. If it be
true, as Lord Bacon affirms, that a knowledge of the
speculative opinions of the men between twenty and
thirty years of age is the great source of political pro-
phecy, the existence of Coleridge will show itself by
no slight or ambiguous traces in the coming history of
our country; for no one has contributed more to shape
the opinions of those among its younger men, who can
be said to have opinions at all.

The influence of Coleridge, like that of Bentham,
extends far beyond those who share in the peculiarities
of his religious or philosophical creed. He has been the
great awakener in this country of the spirit of philo-
sophy, within the bounds of traditional opinions. He
has been, almost as truly as Bentham, cthe great
questioner of things established;' for a questioner needs
not necessarily be an enemy. By Bentham, beyond all
others, men have been led to ask themselves, in regard
to any ancient or received opinion, Is it true? and by
Coleridge, What is the meaning of it? The one took his
stand (mtside the received opinion, and surveyed it as